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Surprise your friend or 
loved one with a Courier-
Record “Happy Birthday” ad!  
Include an old photo to really 
make their day special!

Paid For by Wright For Delegate

804-561-6400

A/C • Heat Pumps • Gas & Oil Furnaces • Water Heaters • Duct
Class A Contractors  *  Licensed & Insured

dortonbros@tds.net

~ Proudly Serving Our Customers For Over 27 Years ~

Call Dorton Bros., Inc. to schedule a FREE Estimate on 
Mitsubishi Electric Cooling & Heating Systems. Ideal for 
homes, garages and additions. Financing available!!

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONINGHEATING & AIR CONDITIONINGHEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

I want to thank all of my numerous 
supporters for their efforts in my 
recent campaign. So whether you 
signed the petition to get my name 
on the ballot, made a sign, made 
phone calls, took photos, created a 
video, worked a poll, whatever you 
did I appreciate it immensely! Thank 
you for believing in me and please 
continue to voice your desire for 

progress in our county. You deserve the best and that is the 
only way to assure that you will get it. I will always be in your 
debt and feel free to call on me for any support you need in 
your future endeavors. God bless you all and God bless Not-
toway County!

Cordially Yours,
Lafayette Dickens

THANK YOU!

paid for by Lafayette dickens

This Week’s Behavioral Health Tip 
Challenge yourself!

Learn a new skill or take on a challenge to meet a goal. 
You could take on something different at work; commit to a 
fitness goal or learn to cook a new recipe. Learning improves 
your mental fitness, while striving to meet your own goals 
builds skills and confidence and gives you a sense of progress 
and achievement.

120 W Broad St. Blackstone, VA 23824 • (434) 292-1104
www.starkecounseling.com

VIETNAM VETERAN 
THOMAS BRAGG

Makes 32-page tribute 
to his comrade

Writing workshop
at VUMAC brings
back memories

Vet remembers fallen comrade

Following a Military Ex-
perience and the Arts writing 
seminar for military, veter-
ans, and family this fall at 
VUMAC, Blackstone resident 
Thomas Bragg has produced 
a memorial booklet about his 
friend, Edward Bartholomew 
Lama.

Thomas and Eddie served 
in the same unit in Vietnam 
in 1968-69. While Tom came 
home to Southside Virginia, 
Eddie, a native of Mundelein, 
Illinois, was killed in action on 
March 31, 1969. Thomas por-
trays their friendship though 
pictures and story.

Working with workshop 
director, Michael Lund, also a 
veteran and a Professor Emer-
itus of English at Longwood 
University, Thomas was able 

to contact members of the Lama 
family in Illinois and Wiscon-
sin. They sent photographs 
taken in Vietnam by Thomas, 
which had been sent home by 
Eddie to his family. Eddie had 

done the same thing, snapping 
photos of Thomas that he then 
mailed to relatives in Virginia.

The Lama family also sent 
a copy of an article from the 
April 28, 1969 Newsweek 
magazine that mentioned Ed-
die’s death, “A Quiet Week in 
Vietnam.” Two others were 
specifically identified from the 
204 killed in those seven days.

In this 32-page booklet, a 

compelling portrait emerges of 
the two men, who were both 
a team of machine gunners 
doing their job and a pair of 
comedians trying to lighten 
the mood in their unit, which 
sustained a high number of 
casualties. “Keeping it Lively” 
was their motto, and that’s 
the title of Thomas’s tribute 
to Edward.

Gordon Chaplin was the 
Newsweek journalist who 
wrote about casualties in 
1969. Now a celebrated writer 
and conservationist, he stated, 
“It’s amazing and wonder-
ful that you’re following up 
[on the story] after all these 
years.” 

The Blackstone Conference 
and Retreat Center donated 
space for the workshop. 

Copies of Thomas’ booklet 
can be obtained from Michael 
Lund at Longwood Univer-
sity’s Department of English 
and Modern Languages, which 
co-sponsored the workshop.

Dead goats dumped
near old cemetery

Nottoway authorities are investigating the illegal 
dumping of three dead goats behind the old Rocky 
Hill United Methodist Church, which was destroyed 
by fire a few years ago on Rt. 153.

Ed Jones, owner of the property, says he was check-
ing on the cemetery, located about 700 feet behind the 
church site, at about 10 a.m. this past Sunday morning 
when he made the discovery.

Jones said the goats were “swollen” and appeared 
to have been dead for several days. Jones is caretak-
er of the cemetery and said the act has disappointed 
him. The property is posted, and he notified Nottoway 
Sheriff’s Office. County Animal Control Officer, Ray 
Merkh, is handling the investigation.

Nottoway Sheriff Larry Parrish at presstime said 
the goats were not shot. Anyone with information is 
asked to call the Sheriff’s Office at 645-9044. A paid 
advertisement with photo appears in this edition.

Increasing awareness of lo-
cal businesses is a prescription 
for helping the local economy.

Crewe pharmacist Holly 
King Morris of Crittenden’s 
Drug had a vision three years 
ago of starting a Downtown 
Appreciation Day.

Mrs. Morris accepted the 
Business Advocate of the Year 
award Friday night during the 
Crewe-Burkeville Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual banquet, 
held at the Crewe Community 
Center.

Holly initially planned to 
have a Customer Appreciation 
Day for only the drug store, 
but after doing some more re-
search, she realized there were 
at least 34 businesses down-
town, many of which she had 
never before visited.

Holly says not only did she 
find out more about local busi-
nesses, but she also was de-
lighted to learn her town isn’t 
dying but thriving.

Holly and her staff ask lo-
cal merchants and residents: 
“Do you make an effort to 
shop local? Local businesses, 
large and small, provide jobs, 
support youth recreation, 

Business Advocate
saluted by Chamber

Shop local first!

schools and school sporting 
events, and their employees 
support our community.”

Crittenden’s Drug has op-
erated since 1892 “thanks to 
loyal customers who choose to 
shop local.”

HOLLY KING MORRIS

Installation Service
An Installation Service for 

Pastor Lawrence K Jones, Jr. 
will be held Saturday, Novem-
ber 21st at 2:00 p.m. at Sec-
ond Liberty Baptist Church. 
6522 Andersonville Rd. (Rt. 
640), Dillwyn. The public is 
invited. 
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